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2nd Edition, Orchids of Manitoba
With the great success of their field guide Orchids of Manitoba, 
Native Orchid Conservation Inc. (NOCI) is pleased to announce 
the planned production of a second edition with many updates 
and additions. The intent is the same as the first, to inform 
Manitobans and the general public about Manitoba’s 37 orchid 
species and the need to conserve their habitat, but this book will 
be even better. Species accounts will include updated range 
maps and a write-up on Manitoba's newest native orchid. The 
orchid biology and conservation sections will be expanded to 
reflect recent research and changes to legislation. More beautiful 
photos of native orchids will be added for your interest and 
enjoyment. This book will also highlight NOCI's work and past 
successes with the conservation of native orchids and discuss 
future challenges related to climate change and loss of habitat.

Main features of the second edition:
• Need for conservation
• Orchid biology
• Habitat descriptions and range maps
• Bibliography
• Colour photos of each orchid
• Species accounts and species key
• Flowering times
• Index

To order advance copies, please send a cheque or money order 
for CAD$20 each + shipping before June 15th, 2015: (Shipping: 
USA: CAD$10.50, Europe: CAD$21.00 for one or CAD$10.50 for 
two) with completed order form to:

Heather Miltenburg
652 Boyd Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R2W 1R3

For information about Manitoba orchid species please visit our 
website at www.nativeorchid.org.

Moccasin Flower, Pink Lady’s-slipper
Cypripedium acaule Aiton

Origin of name: From the Greek prefix a meaning 
“without” and the Latin word caulis meaning “stem”. This is a 
reference to the fact that there is no aerial stem in this species; 
in fact, the true stem is an underground rhizome below the two 
leaves and not visible. The common name “stemless lady’s-
slipper” causes much confusion because the “stem” is actually 
a scape (flowering stalk).

Abundance: Uncommon
Habitat:  Mature jack-pine forests with acidic sandy soil, 
granite outcroppings, and coniferous bogs.

Flowering time: Late May to early July
Description:  A scape, 10 to 40 cm tall, arises from 
between the two large obovate to elliptic basal leaves, and is 
topped by a solitary nodding flower. The entire plant is covered 
with a pubescence of soft fine hairs. The lip, 30 to 60 mm long, 
is shaped like an inflated pouch, pink to deep purplish red, 
prominently veined, and has a central vertical crease. An 
opening in the crease is usually concealed by its infolded 
margins. The slightly twisted sepals and petals vary from 
greenish yellow to dark purplish brown in different plants. 

Aids to identification: The pouch is distinctive; its 
opening at the top is much smaller than in other species of 
lady’s-slippers, and unlike them, is cleft down the length of the 
pouch. 

Comments: Large populations of this lady’s-slipper existed 
at one time, but numbers have declined with the cutting of 
mature jack-pine forests. Bumble bees pollinate this species 
[Davis 1986].
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