
From: DROUGHT, PERIL, AND SURVIVAL IN THE GREAT PLAINS: 
CYPRIPEDIUM CANDIDUM 

 

 74 

maintain healthy populations there need to be increased incentives for 
habitat protection by private landowners, and research should be 
encouraged about pollination biology, edaphic changes, pollinator 
populations, mycorrhizal associations, soil conditions, and plant 
communities across the orchid‘s entire range in order to save the 
species.. Above all, those who have knowledge about Cypripedium 
candidum are encouraged to educate others in the region about the species 
itself, and about what can be done to save these beautiful members of 
our natural legacy. 
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Received on 4/23/07: As a postscript to the article about Cypripedium candidum rescued and 
planted at the zoo; I am happy to tell you that every one of them has reappeared above ground this 
spring. And most of them are displaying more ramets than last year. We are, of course, hoping that 
they will persist over the coming years. 
Margaret M. From, Plant Conservation Scientist, Omaha‘s Henry Doorly Zoo, 3701 S. 
10th St., Omaha, NE 68107 psl@omahazoo.com 

Glossary: 

cryopreservation: preservation of seeds or tissues at extremely low temperatures 

which in effect is supposed to stop metabolism, so that cells don’t age 

edaphic:  plant communities influenced by the soils, not just the climate (i.e. 

effects from sandy soils, acidic soils, or nutrient-poor soils) 

germplasm: an organism’s DNA (i.e. seeds are stored DNA in a frozen seedbank) 

meristems: clusters of cells at zones that will eventually produce shoots or roots 

testae: seedcoat 


